
Value of Hawai‘i 3: Art for Hulihia Curriculum

Value of Hawai‘i Title (s)
• A Prayer, Lifting - Ku‘ulani Muise
• Kū’oko’a: Independence - Noelani Goodyear-Ka’ōpua
• Grounded - Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner

Guiding Questions
1. What are the lessons kanaka can learn from ‘āina and natural cycles about change, growth, and persistence over 

time? (Muise)
2. How can we go from hulihia into kū’oko’a? After COVID? For kanaka maoli? In America? (Goodyear-Ka’ōpua)
3. How do different cultures mālama kekahi i kekahi in times of hulihia? What is considered the physical and spiritual 

“medicine” practices used to bring about healing or manage grief? (Jetñil-Kijiner)
4. How do oli, mele, and other forms of cultural practice showcase the relationship between people and ‘āina, from 

a Hawaiian perspective? How can this inform our decision-making regarding the future of Hawai’i? (Aloua)
5. How did the concept and values of the ahupua’a persevere over time, even after the physical and social  

structures changed? How can that inform our behavior today? (Tajiri)
6. What role does mele play in our healing? As individuals? For Hawai’i? (Kahaunaele)

Big Understandings
• Art, music, and writing contribute to social justice and change
• In Hawai’i, movements have been organized and galvanized with the help of the arts and artists
• Creativity is a medium for self and community healing
• Art as a form of protest in Hawai’i’s mo’okū’auhau

Driving Question(s)
• How can poetry, creative writing, and the arts uplift, empower, and create hulihia in times of great 

change, turmoil or pain?
• How has art, music and creative writing contributed to hulihia in Hawai‘i?

Summary
“Hulihia is the Hawaiian word for overturn, a complete change, an overthrow, with the sentiment of being 
turned upside-down. It is referenced in chants about Pele, the destructive lava flows that upheave forests. 

We witnessed this in 2018, when the flow overran a section in Puna on Hawai‘i Island. However, the 
overturning of land from a lava flow also brings new life, regrowth, rebirth, and resilience. The duality of 
hulihia is that from the upheaval, new perspectives arise, while growth and expansion are encouraged.”

No Kākou Ke Kuleana: The Responsibility Belongs to Us, Paloma, Value of Hawaii 3

In times of upheaval, when change is so desperately desired, artists often provide voice to people and 
movements. Even in the most destructive and painful times, artists and writers have found ways to mobilize 
and galvanize for change. It is often the artists that inspire and lead people toward growth, expansion, and 

hulihia.

Value of Hawai‘i Title (s)
• We Da Waiwai - Loke Aloua
• Kumpang Economy - Simon Seisho Tajiri
• The Value of Mele - Kainani Kahaunaele

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70250/1/A%20Prayer%2c%20Lifting.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/23/ku%ca%bbulani-muise/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70249/1/K%c5%ab%ca%bboko%ca%bba-%20Independence.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/noelani-goodyear-ka%ca%bbopua/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70247/1/Grounded.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/kathy-jetnil-kijiner/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70233/We%20Da%20Waiwai.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/loke-aloua/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70217/Kumpang%20Economy.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/02/07/simon-seisho-tajiri/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/70220/The%20Value%20of%20Mele.pdf
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/02/01/kainani-kahaunaele/


Create original works of art (poetry, mele, oli, visual art, video, etc.) around an 
issue to generate awareness or inspire change

Potential Culminating Project 3:

• Read selected passages from VOH 3 and analyze themes, poetic devices, 
etc.

• Research background context and issues related to the poem(s)
• Determine elements of the works that are effective, inspiring, and should 

be replicated in their own works - create a list, have students draft their 
own rubrics

• Students select current issues they have passion for, research issues, and 
create original works to generate awareness or inspire change

• Share with community audience and use student generated assessments 
to provide feedback

Activities
ELA Common Core Reading and 
Writing
Reading - Key Ideas and  
Details standards: Grade 6 - 8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.2

Writing - Production and  
Distribution of Writing  
Standards: Grade 6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.5

Standards, Benchmarks,  
Competencies

Analyze the impacts of the arts on historical issues in Hawai‘i and 
defend the role of the arts in creating/sustaining hulihia

• Reflect on the VOH readings in relationship to the guiding questions and/
or the respective issues/challenges they address, inferring their  
effectiveness in creating/sustaining hulihia

• Research the works of artists and musicians that have contributed to  
movements throughout Hawai’i’s history
• Overthrow: Kaulana Na Pua
• Hawaiian Renaissance: Na Maka o Ka Aina videos
• Kaho’olawe: George Helm songs
• Mauna Kea: For the Lāhui - Josh Tatofi
• Hawaiian language: Eā - Sudden Rush; Jamaica Osorio - poems

• Analyze the impact of the works on their respective movements and how 
they created/sustained hulihia

Activities

Literacy in History/Social 
Studies: Grades 6 - 8

Key Ideas and Details:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3

Standards, 
Benchmarks,  
Competencies

Potential Culminating 
Project 2:

Create multimedia forms of the VOH poems, to be published and shared as 
PSA’s for Hulihia in our communities

Potential Culminating 
Project 1:

• Teach elements of poetry (theme, figurative language, poetic devices, etc.)
• Read selected passages from VOH 3 and analyze themes, poetic  

devices, etc.
• Research background context and issues related to the poem(s)
• Students select one or two VOH poems with a message that resonates 

with them and/or addresses guiding questions, determining:
• Major theme/message/outcome
• Desired audience to receive message
• Creative format to share the message with a wider audience

• Draft, edit, revise multimedia/art projects
• Share to intended community/audience

Activities

Literacy in History/Social 
Studies: Grades 6-8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2

Writing - Production and 
Distribution of Writing 
Standards: Grades 6-8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.5

Standards, 
Benchmarks,  
Competencies

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/

