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Overview

Objective(s)

(K)new Ideas

Value of Hawai‘i 3: Refugees of Climate Change & War
Developed by Liz Gaccione

My hope is to help students comprehend and begin to empathize with the challenges that diverse
groups of people face as a result of climate change and/or war, while also building literacy and 

design thinking skills. I want students to see how literature is a tool for empathy, understand and 
celebrate the dignity of different cultures, and dream big about ways to make the world a better 

place.
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Participants will:

• identify and explain intersectional /  
overlapping challenges 

• explain how Hā (the protagonist of Inside 
Out and Back Again) represents both her 
own experience and the experience of  
refugees across the world

• compare and contrast the experiences of 
climate refugees and refugees of war

• apply what they learn to the context of  
historical and contemporary Hawai’i

Students are encouraged to reflect on their 
own experiences with war and climate and 
change and to bring to the conversation 
ancestors/ohana members who may have 
experience with those challenges.

Climate change and the perils of being a 
refugee are global issues, but we will focus 
on the local (O’ahu, and especially ‘Ewa and 
Wai’anae moku) perspectives.

Standard(s)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.6
Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2
Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g. visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

Nā Hopena A’o: Strengthened Sense of Responsibility
Ma ka hana ka ‘ike, ma ka ‘imi ka loa’a.
In working one learns, through initiative one acquires.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/2/


Activities & Procedures
ACTIVITIES:

Reading: Inside Out and Back Again

• Write an “I Am From” poem to anchor in place
• Reading individually, as a group, in pairs
• Journal prompts intended to help connect empathy and explore 

intersectionality

Watching: The Last Generation

• Class discussion on how the experience in Micronesia compares 
to local experiences

Writing

• Comparison, contrast, and exploration of intersectionality of  
refugees of war and climate 

Creating

• With mentor and stakeholder support, using design-thinking to 
innovate ways to support refugees in our community and work 
toward a stronger climate future

Resource(s) 
& Materials

VOH3 Chapters:
 

“Grounded” by Kathy 
Jetñil-Kijiner

“Catastrophic Failure of the 
Planet” by Chip Fletcher

“This is Just the Beginning: 
Climate Change, Positive Peace, 

and the ‘New Normal’” by 
Maxine Burkett and Naima 

Moore

E(VALUE)ation of Learning

• This project is grounded in empathy (learning about the 
struggles of others and putting themselves in their shoes), 
passion (developing a project students are deeply excited 
about), and meaningful work (moving beyond the ideation 
phase into  prototyping and implementation).

• The value that students place on Hawai’i and the Polynesian  
community will be evidenced through their reflections and  
products.

Resource(s) 
& Materials

Materials Needed

• Inside Out and Back Again 
by Thanhha Lai (class set) 

• The Last Generation (PBS 
Frontline)

https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/kathy-jetnil-kijiner/
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/kathy-jetnil-kijiner/
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/chip-fletcher/
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/maxine-burkett/

