
Grade Level(s)

Overview

Objective(s)

(K)new Ideas
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Hawai’i Island (and the state as a whole) import a large amount of their food supplies from
elsewhere. This reliance on imports is fragile

There are opportunities for our island to be self-sustaining, but there are benefits and
challenges to each option.
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Participants will:

• draw from their lived experiences (the 
food they eat and/or grow)

• explore sustainability concepts and 
historical Hawaiian agricultural  
practices

• share their voice as to how our island 
could become more self-sufficient

Students will read and evaluate “Local 
Foods Through Crisis.” After a class 
discussion, students will write a RACE 
response giving their opinion on how, 
and to what extent, Hawai’i Island
should be self-sustaining.

Standard(s)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/1/


Activities & Procedures
ACTIVITIES:
Day 1 (~30 min)
Learning Intention: I can perform a “Food Audit” to figure out where most 
of my food comes from 

Success Criteria: Complete “Food Audit” Circle Map
• Teacher will introduce what a “Food Audit” is (where students 

track what they have eaten and where it came from)
• Student will complete a Food Audit using a circle map. They 

will list the foods they have eaten in the past day/week then, 
they will label foods (grown at home, caught, bought at store 
X, etc)

• Class will discuss their circle maps and get a general sense of 
where their food comes from 

Day 2 (~30 min)
Learning Intention: I can read “Local Foods Through Crisis” and define key 
vocabulary

Success Criteria: Read “Local Foods Through Crisis”; Underline words I do 
not know; use resources to define them and write them in my own words; 
discuss the meaning of the reading with my class

• Teacher will distribute the article and guide the class in read-
ing. We will use previously established reading practices (we 
or me, choral, independent read and reread)

• As they read, students will underline words they do not know. 
At specified points, students will use their resources (dictio-
nary.com, wehewehe.org) to define the words and write their 
own understanding

• To conclude, class will discuss the meaning of the article and 
its connection to themselves, their communities and Hawai’i

Resource(s) 
& Materials

VOH3 Chapters:

“Local Foods Through Crisis” by 
Hunter Heaivilin

E(VALUE)ation of Learning

Day 3 (~30 min)
Learning Intention: I can write a RACE response in which I share my 
thoughts on Hawai’i Island’s self-sustainability

Success Criteria: A clear opinion on how Hawai’i should act on  
self-sustainability; at least one citation from the text; 5 sentences minimum

• Student will reread “Local Foods Through Crisis”
• Teacher will provide directions and SC for a RACE response. 

Student will complete their RACE response in ~15 minutes
• Class will discuss their RACE responses, revising if necessary

Note: This module is intended to introduce students to the food structure in 
Hawai’i. Further learning modules will explore student actions and 
incorporate our community through developing our school garden

Resource(s) 
& Materials

Materials Needed

A. Pencil

B. Paper

C. Printout of Article

https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/01/28/hunter-heaivilin/

