
Grade Level(s)

Overview

Objective(s)

(K)new Ideas

Value of Hawai‘i 3: What is ALOHA

Standard(s)
A. Give generously of time and knowledge; 

B. Appreciate the gifts and abilities of others; 
C. Make others feel comfortable adn welcome; 

D. Communicate effectively to diverse audiences;
E. Respond mindfully to what is needed;

F. Give joyfully without expectation of reward;
G. Share the responsibility for collective work;

H. Spread happiness

Developed by Alicia Hamilton

Strengthened Sense of Aloha: I show care and respect for myself, families, and communities.
 

 A sense of Aloha is demonstrated through empathy and appreciation for the symbiotic relationship 
between all. I am able to build trust and lead for the good of the whole.

ALL

Participants will:

• gain a Sense of Belonging by interacting with  
“Ancient is Modern - Transforming Public  
Education for Hawaiians” by Kū Kahakalau

• Build a personal connection to Nā Hopena 
A’o or HĀ

• Consider how to use Aloha Response in their 
lives and classrooms

The Hawai’i Department of Education has 
developed a framework, called Nā Hopena A’o 
or HĀ, to develop students’ skills, behaviors, 
and dispositions that are reminiscent of 
Hawai’i’s unique context, and to honor the 
qualities and values of indigenous language 
and culture of Hawai’i. 

HĀ emphasizes the competencies that 
students need to develop to have a deeper 
sense of their purpose after they leave high 
school,including a  strengthened sense of 
Belonging, Responsibility, Excellence, Aloha, 
Total Well-Being, and Hawai’i, spelling out 
BREATH, which we know as HĀ. Participants 
will gain a deper sense of ALOHA and make a 
connection to Nā Hopena A’o.



Activities & Procedures
Nearpod lesson: https://app.nearpod.com/?pin=f57p9

1. Sense of Belonging
 a. Ancient Is Modern—Transforming Public Education for  
 Hawaiians by Kū Kahakalau
 b. Participants will have the choice of listening to or 
 reading the article.
 c. The focus will be on creating a sense of belonging as 
 set forth in paragraphs 1, 2 and 5.

2. Framing who we are
 a. Nā Hopena Ao or HĀ
 b. Participants will review the framework of Nā Hopena  
 A’o
 c. The focus is to reflect on what descriptors resonate 
 within yourself and your classroom.

3. The ALOHA Response
 a. Building a sense of ALOHA within yourself

Resource(s) 
& Materials
VOH3 Chapter:

“Ancient is Modern -
Transforming Public Education 

for Hawaiians” by Kū Kahakalau

E(VALUE)ation of Learning
Sense of Belonging

Poll: Can you imagine teaching culturally-driven, 
family-oriented, and community-based lessons in your own 
classroom?

What evidence will suggest a deepened value of Hawai’i?

Participants will answer the poll with any answer, other than, 
“That is not in my thing.”

 » That is not in my thing.
 » I am unsure but curious. Tell me more.
 » I would like to try, how do I start?
 » I LOVE this idea and will do it.
 » I am doing this already.

Framing who we are

Nā Hopena A’o (the goal of learning/teaching) Framework
focuses on 6 skills, behaviors and dispositions that are
reminiscent of Hawai’i’s unique context. They are a
strengthened sense of Belonging, Responsibility,
Excellence, Aloha, Total Well-Being, and Hawai’i, spelling
out BREATH, which we know as HĀ.

Resource(s) 
& Materials

Materials Needed
Computer

Internet access
Link to Nearpod Lesson

https://app.nearpod.com/?pin=f57p9
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/02/07/ku-kahakalau/
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/02/07/ku-kahakalau/
https://valueofhawaii.wordpress.com/2021/02/07/ku-kahakalau/
https://app.nearpod.com/?pin=f57p9


E(VALUE)ation of Learning (continued)
What evidence will suggest a deepened value of Hawai’i?

Participants will reflect on this question, “Which skill or skills are most important for you to 
implement in your classroom this week?” and chose any of these answers:

 » Belonging
 » Responsibility
 » Excellence
 » Aloha
 » Total Well-Being
 » Hawai’i

The ALOHA Response
What values are cultivated in the learning module?

Akahai meaning kindness (grace), expressed with tenderness
Lokahi meaning unity (unbroken), expressed with harmony
‘Olu‘olu meaning agreeable (gentle), expressed with pleasantness
Ha‘aha‘a meaning humility (empty), expressed with modesty
Ahonui meaning patience (waiting for the moment), expressed with perseverance

What evidence will suggest a deepened value of Hawai’i?

Participants will answer the following open ended question: Nā Hopena A’o asks us to 
develop a strengthened sense of ALOHA in our classrooms. The ALOHA Response teaches 
us to approach life with...

Akahai meaning kindness (grace), expressed with tenderness
Lokahi meaning unity (unbroken), expressed with harmony
‘Olu‘olu meaning agreeable (gentle), expressed with pleasantness
Ha‘aha‘a meaning humility (empty), expressed with modesty
Ahonui meaning patience (waiting for the moment), expressed with perseverance

How can you spread ALOHA in your classroom this week?


